Hawaii HIPPY Programs
Findings from the 2005-06 AmeriCorps Evaluation

Researchers at the University of South Florida ootetl a multi-site evaluation
for the second year of the HIPPY AmeriCorps InM@tto document the influence
of the HIPPY program on the development of chiltseaceptive vocabulary
skills and parents’ skills and involvement in theiildren’s learning. Outcomes
for parents completing their second year in theR¥Iiprogram were also
examined.

Children's Receptive Vocabulary Development

Seventy-eight children from the Hawaii HIPPY pragesareceived a
developmental screening with the Get Ready to Resicument during Fall 2005
and Spring 2006 to determine their progress in isogureading-related skills.
Fifty-nine children participated in the Oahu HIPBMgram and 19 were in the
Kailua-Kona HIPPY program. All 78 children werensed by an AmeriCorps
home visitor, and were enrolled in the HIPPY 4 icudum.

*  Sixty-eight percent of the children were assessduhaing very strong skill
at the first screening, and this percentage e 86% at the second
screening.

*  Only six of the children had very weak or weak iagerelated skills at the
first screening. At the second screening, twdesé children had average
reading-related skills, one child had strong regd#lated skills, and one
child had very strong reading-related skills.

»  Sixty percent of the children had very strong regetelated skills at both the
first and second developmental screening.

HIPPY Parental Involvement in Their Children’s Learning
for First-Year Parents

A retrospective parent survey was administeredtor8t-year HIPPY parents
who were being served by a HIPPY AmeriCorps homsdor. Twenty-five
parents participated in the Oahu HIPPY program,fesedwere in the Kailua-Kona
HIPPY program. Twenty-six parents completed thglish version of the survey
and four completed the Spanish version.



Parents reported significant increases in theglle¥involvement in a variety
of home and community literacy activities with thehildren after completing
an average of 25 weeks of the HIPPY program.

Parents reported that after participating in thBPN program, they
significantly increased their knowledge of earlyiadiood development,
improved the quality of their parent-child inteiaats, became more proficient
in their teaching skills, and engaged more fredyentsupportive parenting
behaviors.

Additional Benefits of HIPPY for Second-Year Parens

A retrospective parent survey was administereditbllPPY parents from

the Kaliua-Kona HIPPY program who participatedha AmeriCorps evaluation
in 2004-05 and who had children enrolled in HIPPivi 2005-06. Ten parents
completed the English version and four completed3panish version.

Similar to the first-time HIPPY parents, HIPPY @ats who participated in
the HIPPY program for a second year significamttreased their
involvement in a variety of home and communitgriicy activities with
their children.

HIPPY families reported they have significantlgrieased their interactive
activities with their child that promote learniagd development and foster a
rich home literacy environment.

Parents also indicated they have significantlyaased their use of the
HIPPY teaching skills with other children in thewme, for example, using
guided reading techniques when they read withr titeer children.

Parents reported that their enjoyment of doingcational activities with
their child significantly increased after partiaimg in the HIPPY program.

Parents reported that their confidence in theilitglto advocate for services
to meet their child’s educational needs signifibamticreased after
completing their second year in the HIPPY program.

Parents reported significant decreases in thelinfgseof social isolation
after completing their second year in the HIPPygpam. Parents are

making new friends who have become valuable sswtsupport and

information regarding special services availabléheir communities.



